Black Privilege Manifesto
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I’m black and proud of it. I’m a person of color and proud of it. I will no longer worry about white privilege or any other similar systems created as forces against me. They’re useless illusions that do nothing more than to keep my mind enslaved, my emotions irrational and my spirit unsettled. I have black privilege. I am powerful. I’m spiritual. I am come from a long line of survivors and pioneers. I’m no longer just surviving, I’m transcending to thriving. I’m done choosing my words carefully. I’m done presenting myself in a particular way to suit your mono-chromatic views. I am done showing up as less than a whole person because showing up in full intimidates you. I am not here to educate you on why you hold the ideas, biases and hate that you do. In fact, I no longer care to impress you. You are no longer my focus. My focus and consciousness is shifting daily. It will take some time, but I will get there. I will not spend any more time striving to be anything but my best self. Please know that any such changes will be done in the interest of self-love; not societal acceptance. My eyes are on securing a better future for our young kings and queens. My hair, my skin, my aesthetic will be worn proudly and boldly for as long as I breathe. I will pour into my community without concern for whether I appear to be “pro-black”. I am pro-black and I am pro-humans, but I will not allow another human to rob me or my community of our dignity, pride or identity anymore.  I will foster unity. I choose authenticity over responsibility for your feelings. I am educated. I am able. I am done taking cents on the dollar for my efforts. I will direct my hard-earned dollars back to my community and if it must leave it will go to businesses who have earned our collective trust and attention. I’m not the villain. I’m a human being. I beat the odds. I am hopeful and more importantly I am alive. I am the majority, not the minority. The shackles have been released. From now on, I am not looking to take a cue from you. I am relying on my infinite knowledge and the finite privilege I have to make a difference. It is my birthright to be free and exactly who I was meant to be. 
